
 

 Walmsley, 

Surgeon, 

Hodnet. 

 

Who were the 

Walmsley’s? 
 

 

 



 

John Walmsley was born on 4th 

January 1795 in Wellington to 

parents Samuel and Sarah (nee 

Taylor).  They had married on 24th 

March 1794 in All Saints Church, 

Wellington.  John was baptised on 5th 

January 1795 in the same church.  

His father Samuel was an 

ironmonger.   

 

On 8th October 1822, John Walmsley 

married Mary Allen at Holy Trinity 

church in Uffington.  During their 

marriage they had ten children.   

 

 

 

Their eldest child, John Allen 

Walmsley was born in 1823 in 

Much Wenlock.  He was baptised on 

2nd August 1823 at Holy Trinity 

Church, Much Wenlock and I have 

the extract from the baptism record: 

 

 
 

Their second child, William Taylor was again baptised at Holy 

Trinity Church in Much Wenlock on 26th May 1825. 

 

 

 



 

 
 

You will note that on both the above baptism records, John is 

described as a surgeon.   

 

So, where is the connection with Hodnet?  

John and Mary’s subsequent children 

were all baptised in St Luke’s Church, 

Hodnet. 

 

 

I have studied the baptism records at St Luke’s Church and 

found the following information: 

 

Jane Elizabeth was baptised on 26th December 1826. 

 

 

 

Samuel Elsmore was baptised on 17th May 1828 but sadly, 

died on 14th February 1829.   

 

 

 



 

Thomas Elsmere was baptised on 7th December 1829 but again 

died in infancy on 20th May 1830.   

 

 
 

Richard Joseph was baptised on 10th April 1831. 

 

 
 

Sarah Ann was baptised on 30th July 1833 but died aged 9 

months on 28th March 1834. 

 

 
 

Mary Ellen (aka Eleanor) was born on 28th February 1835 

and baptised on 31st March 1835. 

 

 



 

Jemima was born on 14 December 1837 and was baptised on 

28th November 1838. 

 

 
 

Charles was baptised on 1st November 1839.  

 

 
 

I then checked the burial records and found that the three 

children who died in infancy were all buried in Plot T23.  

Sadly, their gravestone no longer exists but the following 

memorial inscription record survives: 

 

 
 

At the time of the 1841 census the family were living in 

Hodnet.  The 1841 census is brief in its description of the 

address of the occupants, so Hodnet is the only description that 

is given: 

 



 

 
 

Once again, John’s profession is given as surgeon.  You will 

note that John and Mary’s four eldest children are not 

resident with them. 

 

Having done some further research, I have found the following 

information regarding John and Mary’s children.  John Allen 

was listed as a medical student on the 1841 census, and he 

was resident at Euston Grove, London. 

 

 
 

At the time of the 1841 census William Taylor was living on 

High Street, Wem and was listed as being a draper. 

 

On the 1841 census Jane Elizabeth was a pupil at Noble 

Street School in Wem (now Thomas Adams School). 

 

I have been unable to find Richard Joseph on the 1841 

census. 



 

What I have found is that John Allen Walmsley qualified in 

1844 as MRCS and LCA and he and his father John went into 

partnership as Surgeons, Apothecaries and Accoucheurs (male 

midwives).  On 24th June 1848 this partnership was dissolved, 

and I found the following newspaper articles in the 

Shrewsbury Chronicle and Eddowes’s Shrewsbury Journal: 

 

 
 

So, what happened to John Walmsley and family after the 

above partnership was dissolved? 

 

At the time of the 1851 census John, his wife and children 

Jane Elizabeth, Richard Joseph, Mary Ellen and Jemima 

were living at Malloon, West Felton, Nr Oswestry.   

  

 

 
 

Eddowes’s Shrewsbury 

Journal dated 25th October 

1848 



 

John Walmsley died on 3rd October 1857.  It was noted in the 

local newspaper. 

 

 
 

Mary, John’s wife died on 25th November 1857 in 

Ballaughton on the Isle of Man as detailed in the notice 

published in Eddowes Shrewsbury Journal: (The connection to 

the Isle of Man will become apparent later in this document). 

 

 
 

Again, I was able to find that they were buried in Plot M6 

and the following memorial inscription details: 

 

 
 

The gravestone is still in place but is moss and lichen covered 

so is not legible. 

 

I will now refer to each of John Walmsley’s children.  I will 

come back to John Allen Walmsley later after working through 

the other children. 

 

At the time of the 1851 census, William Taylor was living on 

Birmingham Street, Willenhall with a Joseph Harthill who 



 

 was a GP.  William was described as a medical assistant. 

   

 
 

The next time I found William was on the Australia, Inward, 

Outward and Coastal Passenger Lists.  He had boarded the ship 

Alabama which left Liverpool on 31st May 1853 bound for 

Melbourne, arriving there on 27th August 1853.  In 1858 he 

married Elizabeth Reynolds Dale (nee Winn) in the state of 

Victoria, Australia.  During their marriage they had at least 

three children – William Winn Walmsley 1858-1863 and 

Jane Jemima Walmsley 1860-1940 and Charles 1862-1940 

1862.  Sadly, on 27th October 1863 William Taylor died.  I 

have not been able to find any newspaper reports or other 

documentation. 

 

He was buried at Chewton Cemetery in Victoria.  He was 

buried in the same plot as his son William Winn Walmsley 

who had died on 17th August 1863. 

 

 



 

I found the following announcement in the newspaper in 

1867 relating to Elizabeth, William’s widow: 

 

 
 

Jane Elizabeth married Thomas 

Yates on 23rd July 1851 in St 

Michael’s Church, West Felton. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

During their marriage they had ten children – John Roger 

1852-1901, Agnes Mary 1854-1888, Edith Eleanor 1856-

1860, Frederick Thomas 1858-1860, Charles Walmsley 

1859-1860, Thomas Ellesmere 1861-1935, Rowland 

Walmsley 1863-1899 Hugh Clement 1867-1867, Allen 

Walmsley 1869-1901, and Jane Elizabeth Ellen 1871-1943.   

 

 



 

In 1861 the family were living in Prestwich where Thomas 

was described as a cotton merchant.  By 1871 and 1881, still 

living at Prestwich Park, Thomas was described as a share 

broker.  On 26th July 1885 Thomas died at Claremont, 

Prestwich.  By the time of the 1891 Jane had moved to Barton 

upon Irwell.  She was described as living on her own means.  

At some point Jane Elizabeth emigrates to Australia.  She died 

in 1901 in Ballarat, Victoria. 

 

I have found a Quarter Sessions document dated 1852 which 

refers to Richard Joseph Walmsley of West Felton as an 

assistant surgeon.  It would appear as though he went to 

Australia at the same time as his older brother William Taylor 

under the Victoria, Australia, Assisted and Unassisted 

Passenger Lists in May 1853.  I have found a register for The 

Southern Cross Lodge of Freemasons in Australia dated 1863.  

This shows Richard living at Daylesford and lists his 

occupation as a chemist.  A newspaper report regarding 

insolvency in 1865 gave Richard’s occupation as a mining 

agent:  

 

 



 

 
 

Like his brother, Richard met an early death in February 

1866. 

 



 

Mary Ellen (aka Eleanor) married James Hargreaves on 8th 

September 1853 in St Michael’s Church, West Felton.   

 

 
 

 
 

The newspapers were full of the news of their marriage as the 

following articles show: 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

During their marriage they had two children – James 

Walmsley 1854-1881 and John Richard 1855-1863.  Sadly, 

on 6th April 1858 Mary Eleanor died in the Isle of Man.  This 

is the reason, I imagine, her mother Mary Walmsley, was in 

the Isle of Man at the time of her death. 

 

 
 

Again, I have found a memorial inscription and grave for 

Mary Eleanor at St Luke’s Church, Hodnet.  The grave is still 

there but once again, the grave is covered in moss and lichen 

so is partly illegible. 

 

 
 

Jemima Walmsley married Frederick Augustus Hopwood in 

1858 at St Luke’s Church, Hodnet.  During their marriage they 

lived at Moor Park, Hoole, near Chester.  Frederick was 

described as an agent for Great Western North Railway.  

During their marriage they had two children – Ellen 

Walmsley 1859-1927 and John George 1861-1862.  At some 

point after the 1861 census the family moved to Swansea.  

Their son John George died aged 11 months in March 1862 

and was buried on 8th March 1862 in St Mary’s Church 

(Danycraig) cemetery, Port Tennant, Swansea. 

 



 

 
 

Sadly, on 26th January 1863 Jemima died and was buried on 

29th January in St Mary’s Church (Danycraig) cemetery, Port 

Tennant, Swansea. 

 

 

 

 
 

At the time of the 1851 Charles Walmsley was a boarding 

pupil at the school located on Belmont, Shrewsbury. I believe 

he emigrated to New Zealand as I have found a marriage 

record there for a Charles Walmsley to a Martha Turner (nee 

Pascoe) in 1877.  They had at least three children – Jane 

Agnes 1878-1963, Mary Fanny 1880-1977 and Nellie 

Beatrice 1882-1969, all born in New Zealand.  He was 

certainly in Queensland, Australia by 1903 as I have found 

an electoral register for him.  He is described as a patent 

medicine manufacturer!  I found a death record for him in 

Ipswich, Queensland 10th Aug 1909. 

 



 

 
 

The following newspaper articles were found relating to 

Charles’s death in the Australian press: 

 

 

 



 

On 30th August 1848, John Allen 

married Mary Heatley of Wolverley 

Hall, Wem at St Peter and St 

Paul’s Church, Wem.  

 

 

 

You will note from the marriage register that both John Allen 

and his father John, give their profession as surgeons. 

 

 
 

The marriage was reported in Eddowes’s Shrewsbury Journal 

dated 13th September 1848: 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

To give a little bit of background to the following article, 

Joseph Dicken had been Coroner for the Northern District of 

the Hundred of Bradford since at least 1816.  At the time of 

the 1841 census, he was living at Oak Cottage, Wollerton.   

 

 
 

The following article was then found in the Shrewsbury 

Chronicle dated 23rd November 1849: 

 

 
 

On 24th May 1850 the following newspaper article was 

published in the Shrewsbury Chronicle: 

 



 

 
 

An excerpt from the UK and Ireland Medical Directories lists 

John Allen Walmsley: 

 

 
 

During their marriage, John Allen and Mary had five 

children:  Allen John 1849-1858, Mary Elizabeth (married 



 

Thomas Shaw) 1851-1905, Eleanor Anne (married Edward 

Stanley) 1852-1911, Samuel James 1854-1877 and 

Charlotte Jane 1856-1856. 

 

Although I have searched the baptism records at St Luke’s 

Church, Hodnet I have been unable to find a baptism record 

for John Allen and Mary’s eldest son Allen John. 

 

Their first daughter Mary Ellen was born in 1851 and she 

was baptised at St Luke’s Church, Hodnet on 4th March 1851. 

 

 
 

By the time of the 1851 census John Allen and his family 

were living in Hodnet. 

 

 
 

Eleanor Anne was born in 1852 and she was baptised at St 

Luke’s Church, Hodnet on 14th May 1852. 

 

 



 

Samuel James was born in 1854 and I have found his 

baptism record from St Luke’s Church, Hodnet. 

 

 
 

Charlotte Jane was born in 1856 and I have found her 

baptism record at St Luke’s Church, Hodnet. 

 

 
 

She died on 12th July 1856 and was buried at St Luke’s 

Church, Hodnet.   

 

You will also note above that John Allen and Mary’s eldest son 

Allen John died on 30th December 1858 and I have found the 

following report in the Wellington Journal dated 15th January 

1859: 

 

 
 

At the time of the 1861 census the family were still living in 

Hodnet. 

 

 



 

Once again, there is no address given other than Hodnet.  In 

1871 the census described John Allen as General Practitioner  

and Medicines.  

 

 
 

Their son Samuel James died on 2nd July 1877, and I have 

found a copy of his death certificate. 

 

 

 

I have also found the burial record which took place at St 

Luke’s Church, Hodnet on 5th July 1877. 

 



 

 
 

Less than five weeks later, on 12th August 1877 John Allen 

Walmsley died in Hodnet. 

 

 
 

I have also found his probate document. 

 

 
 

I have also found his burial record at St Luke’s Church, 

Hodnet. 

 

 
 

By the time of the 1881 census his widow Mary had moved to 

Wollerton Bank along with their two surviving daughters Mary 

Ellen and Eleanor Anne.   

 

 



 

By 1891 her two daughters had married and left home, but 

Mary was still living at Wollerton Bank. 

 

 
 

She remained there until her death on 13th September 1900. 

 

 
 

Mary was buried at St Luke’s Church on 17th September, and I 

found her burial record: 

 

 
 

I found this photograph online of one of the graves – that of 

Samuel James and Charlotte Jane’s.   

 

 
 

 

 



 

Having had a wander around St Luke’s Church graveyard after 

looking at the burial records I found these four gravestones 

which, from front to back, are those of Samuel James and 

Charlotte Jane, John Allen and Mary (nee Heatley) Walmsley, 

John and Mary (nee Allen) Walmsley and Eleanor Jane (nee 

Walmsley) Hargraves. 

 

 


