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NATIVITY PLAYS - TRUTH OR MYTH 
A swaying sensaƟon, a crash and the kindly arms of a teacher picking me up - the year 
was 1978, and a 6 year old me, giddy with the excitement of being an angel and forced 
to stand in my sparkly ouƞit for what seemed like hours (but was probably minutes), 
had fainted.  How much of this memory is truth and what has been added over the 
years I am not sure. Fast forward 30 years and I am direcƟng a naƟvity play. The 
ingredients are sƟll the same: Ɵnsel halos, a doll in a manger, Joseph, Mary, a donkey 
and innkeepers. NaƟvity plays have been a staple of my life forever, whether as actor, 
director, or spectator. 

Like my memories of my ill-fated angel role as a child, what of the modern naƟvity play 
is truth and what is myth? There is no wriƩen record of the events of 1978 when a 
child fell off a stage but the facts around Christ’s birth were recorded by the gospel 
writers. Luke tells us of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem, Jesus’ birth and the 
shepherds, while MaƩhew tells of magi from the east. While most people know that 
aliens and lobsters are modern addiƟons, many are more fuzzy on the other details. I 
almost caused a riot in a classroom once when I challenged the children to find the 
donkey in the Biblical account (look it up- he’s not there!). There is also no menƟon of 
a stable, innkeepers, kings or animals. 
So yes, there are parts of the story that are myth but what is true? I love naƟvity plays 
not because of the cuteness factor or the tradiƟon but because in the midst of the 
Ɵnsel and tutus lies the most profound, earth-shaƩering truth. God took on flesh to 
save his people from their sins and that changed everything.  
The incarnaƟon of the Son of God is the most profound truth around which the history 
of our world pivots. The naƟvity play is a glorious celebraƟon of this truth, one that I 
pray will reignite our hearts this year, refilling us with the profound joy of God’s love 
for his world and giving us a truly happy Christmas. 

 
 Charmian Gamble is one 

of three ChrisƟan 
DisƟncƟveness Advisers 
supporƟng teachers and 
leaders in church schools 
across Lichfield Diocese. 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS - ST LUKE’S 

The church will be open on Saturday 23rd December from 9am for 

floral pedestal and window creaƟons.   
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Views and opinions expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the Editorial Panel, 
which reserves the right, at its absolute discreƟon, to amend, edit. abbreviate, précis or refuse 
to publish any submiƩed contribuƟon.  ContribuƟons, including photographs, are submiƩed at 

the contributor’s own risk and are not necessarily returnable. 

EDITORIAL 
Another year has flown by!  It’s hard to believe that 
we have been producing this magazine for 5 years 
now.  This has only been made possible by all our 
wonderful adverƟsers, contributors, donaƟons from 
our readers and our amazing delivery team.  Our 
thanks to you all.  It may be that next year March’s 
ediƟon will not be produced as a member of the 
editorial team is off to Australia for an extended 
break. 

Wishing you all a very happy Christmas and a 
prosperous New Year. 

We rely on you keeping us informed of upcoming 
events.  Opposite is one we found on Hodnet Social 
Club’s Facebook page. 

To contribute an arƟcle, please contact us at editorhodnetparish@gmail.com with any 
offerings!  Our cut off date for January’s issue is Friday 15th December 2023. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Thursday 4th January - Hodnet Parish Council - 7.30pm - Lyon Hall, Hodnet 

PHOTO FROM THE PAST 
 
With Hodnet behind you, 
Marchamley Community Club on 
the leŌ, the Nurseries on the right 
and John Powell’s grandfather’s 
shorthorns walking home for 
milking, holding up what liƩle traffic 
there was in the 1940s! 
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CHURCH SERVICES 

SAINTS’ AND SIGNIFICANT DAYS 

ST LUKE’S CHURCH, HODNET 
December 

Sunday 3th  11.00am   Morning Prayer 

Sunday 10th   11.00am  Holy Communion 

Wednesday 13th   6.30pm  Carols around the tree 

Sunday 17th  11.00am  Holy Communion 

Saturday 23rd     5.30pm  Carol Service 

Sunday 24th    3.00pm  Crib Service   

Monday 25th  11.00am  Holy Communion 

 January 

Sunday 7th   11.00am  Morning Prayer 

 CHAPEL OF THE EPIPHANY, PEPLOW 
December 

Sunday 10th     6.30pm  Evensong  

Sunday 24th      5.00pm  Carol Service 

Sunday 31st    11.00am  Parish Holy Communion 

PRAYER 

 3rd December   Francis Xavier     
 10th December   Eulalia 
 17th December   Begga 
 24th December   Charbel Makhlouf 
 31st December   Silvester I 

God of holiness, your glory is proclaimed in every age.  As we rejoice in the faith of 
your Saints, inspire us to follow their example with boldness and joy.  Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.                                                                                                                      Amen 
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CHURCH CONTACTS 
Hodnet Churchwardens:  Janice Parker - 01630 685531 

  Tim Preston - 01630 685315 

CHURCH HUMOUR 
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St Luke’s Church is holding a Christmas Raffle to raise money for the upkeep of the 
church.  The draw will take place aŌer the Carol Service on Saturday 
23rd December.  First prize - £100, second prize - £50, plus many 
more prizes.  If anyone would like to donate a prize, it would be 
gratefully received.  Please support us by buying a Ɵcket.  Tickets 
can be purchased from the church wardens Janice and Tim. 

An opportunity to bring your craŌ 
project to church and enjoy the 

company, conversaƟon and 
refreshments. 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES IN ST LUKE’S 

Church 
Choir  

We are always 
looking for new 

members - if you are 
interested come 

along and speak to  
us after a Sunday 

Service. 

Bellringing 
Practice 

Weekly Fridays  

7.00pm - 8.00pm.   
If you are interested contact 

Bell Tower Captain John 
Powell on 01630 685325. 

Fill a sock with the other sock from the pair, toothpaste, 
toothbrush, comb, roll on deodorant, sweets, chocolate 
and pants (people are desperate for pants - all sizes not 
just large or extra large).  They also need items like 
gloves, handwipes and extra socks but no money or 
items with alcohol can be accepted.  The majority of the 
recipients of these socks will be male.  Your filled sock 
can be dropped off in St Luke’s on Wednesday or Saturday mornings 10am - 12 noon or 
at any church service.  The cut off will be Sunday 10th December 2023. 

FILL A SOCK APPEAL - REMINDER 

ST LUKE’S CHURCH CHRISTMAS RAFFLE 
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LYON HALL, HODNET - REGULAR EVENTS 
Yoga Class - every Monday 6.15pm - 7.15pm and 7.30pm - 8.30pm.  Please contact Harriet 
Devaney on 07908 717337. 
Qigong - 10am - 11am on Tuesdays.  Contact Sue on sue@suepics.co.uk. 
Ring craŌ dog training - 1pm - 3pm on Thursdays.  Contact Anne Mann on 01630 653570 
for more informaƟon. 
Women’s InsƟtute - 7.30pm on second Thursday of the month.  Contact details: 
hodnetwi@gmail.com or 07772 729764. 
To book the Lyon Hall contact Francis BenneƩ on 01630 685213. 

HODNET FOOTPATH GROUP 

HODNET WOMEN’S INSTITUTE  

Our next ‘First Tuesday’ walk is on 5th December leaving the Lyon Hall car park at 10.30am. 
We will be walking Route 3, the ‘Permissive Path’ route, Hodnet to Marchamley and on to 
Hawkstone Hall, where we have arranged for refreshments to be available at a nominal cost 
and to walk the gardens at our leisure.   
The outward route will be via The Hearne and Long Lane to Marchamley and on to 
Hawkstone, returning via the Permissive Path. 
This is an easy walk of 2.5 - 3 hours and everyone is welcome including dogs on leads.  For 
any queries or further informaƟon, please contact Jake Williams on 07474 974477. 

What a lovely evening we all had at our November meeƟng when we 
welcomed some more new ladies. 
Last month’s theme was ‘Kissing Balls’. The kissing ball comes from the 
Middle Ages when people would wind evergreens together in a ball 
shape.  In Victorian Ɵmes this tradiƟon was updated. TradiƟonally the 
kissing balls were decorated with greenery and fragrant herbs, many of 
these plants symbolized love and devoƟon hence the decoraƟons came 
to be called kissing balls. 

Everyone had their own ideas for decoraƟng their balls from ribbon, pom poms, dried 
flowers, shimmery pine cones….it was a case of ‘anything goes’ the end result was a 
fabulous display of kissing balls that will adorn our houses over the fesƟve season.  
Our next meeƟng is our Christmas Dinner which is being held at The Fox and Hounds in 
Shawbury. 
If you are interested in coming to see what we are up to at Hodnet WI then please do give 
JeaneƩe 07958 393721 or Jane 07772 729764 a 
call or message.  We meet on the 2nd Thursday of 
the month at 7.30pm in the Lyon Hall, Hodnet. 
Our programme for 2024 is nearly ready with some 
really fun and interesƟng evenings planned, watch 
this post as we can’t wait to share it with you! 
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Prize Bingo - now moved to 8pm on first Wednesday of the month.  See their 
Facebook page or contact Angela Heath on 07815 126101. 

Opening Times: Monday - Thursday 7.00pm - 11.00pm   
Friday 6.00pm - midnight     
Saturday 5.00pm - 11.00pm          
Sunday 2.00pm - 7.00pm 

HODNET SOCIAL CLUB 

HODNET HUB GRANTS AVAILABLE 
A big thank you to all those who have supported the Hub since the 
launch in February 2022. We held 8 trial events unƟl June 2022 and 
were able to gather a good response to our survey and raised over 
£1000. 
With changes to key personnel, and no-one available to build on the 
successful pilot, it is unlikely that the Hub will be able to conƟnue. 
We have therefore decided to publish our final accounts and wind 
up the Hub. However, the fund put aside is being redistributed and 
is available to you.   

Grants for local acƟviƟes 
Hodnet Hub is offering 1 x £200, 1 x £100 and 1 x £50 for local groups to apply to 
receive in support of acƟviƟes for young people in the Parish area. The criteria are:  

· You are a group providing youth acƟviƟes in the Hodnet Parish area, and 
· You are applying for funding to conƟnue exisƟng provision, or 
· You are applying to try something new in the area. 

You can apply at www.hodnethub.org.uk and the closing date is 22nd December 2023. 
Those who are successful will be advised and funding provided by 5th January 2024.  
Thinking of you hamper 
Hodnet Hub is offering the opportunity to send someone a small hamper, valued at 
£20, to a local resident. Five hampers are available and can be provided anonymously 
or with your name(s) included. The criteria are: 

· The individual is a resident of the Hodnet Parish area, and 
· The individual has contributed to a sustainable, vibrant and happy 
community.  

You can apply at www.hodnethub.org.uk and the closing date is 22nd December 2023. 
Those who are successful should receive their hamper by 5th January 2024.  
If you have any quesƟons or would like to get in touch you can email us 
team@hodnethub.org.uk. We are also on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
HodnetHub.  Or contact Darren (07730 004243). Thank you once again for everyone’s 
support of Hodnet Hub. 
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COOKERY  -  FRANGIPANE MINCE PIES 
A new variaƟon on an old favourite.  You will need deep mince pie Ɵns for 18 pies and a 2 
inch cuƩer. 

Ingredients: 
Pastry 
6oz plain flour 
3oz buƩer (cut into cubes) 
1oz icing sugar 
1 egg beaten 
Frangipane 
4oz buƩer, soŌened  
4oz caster sugar 
2 large eggs 
4oz ground almonds 
1 level tbsp plain flour 
½ tsp almond extract 
Filling and topping 
Just under one 14oz jar mincemeat flavoured with about 2 tbsp brandy 
A few flaked almonds 
Apricot iam to glaze 
Lemon juice 
 
InstrucƟons: 

Preheat the oven to 200°C/Fan 180°C/Gas 6. 

1. To make the pastry, measure the flour, buƩer and icing sugar into a food processor 
bowl, then process unƟl the mixture resembles breadcrumbs.  Pour in the beaten 
egg and pulse the blade unƟl the dough starts to form a ball.  Knead lightly, wrap 
and chill for about 30 minutes if the pastry is not quite firm enough to roll out. 

2. To make the frangipane, measure the buƩer and sugar into the unwashed processor 
and blend unƟl soŌ and creamy.  Scrape down the sides, add the eggs and conƟnue 
to process.  Don’t worry if the mixture looks curdled at this stage.  Add the ground 
almonds, flour and almond extract and mix briefly. 

3. Roll the pastry out thinly on a lightly floured work surface and cut into 18 no 2 inch 
circles.  Use to line the Ɵns.  Spoon a teaspoon of mincemeat into each tartlet and 
top with the frangipane mixture.  There is no need to spread the mixture flat as it 
will level out in the oven (but do not overfill the Ɵns).  Sprinkle a few flaked almonds 
on top. 

4. Bake in the preheated oven for 15-17 minutes, watching carefully.  Remove from the 
Ɵns and allow to cool a liƩle on a wire rack. 

5. Dilute the apricot jam with a liƩle lemon juice or water and bring to the boil.  Brush 
each warm tartlet with glaze.  These are best served warm. 
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HODNET MEDICAL CENTRE - FLU VACCINATIONS 
Book your flu vaccinaƟon now at Hodnet Medical Centre.  Don’t delay, we are using 
up stock levels fast.  The sooner you have your vaccinaƟon the sooner you are 
protected. 
Eligible groups for the 2023 to 2024 season: 

·aged 2 and 3 years on 31 August 2023 
·eligible school aged children (RecepƟon to Year 11) (To be vaccinated at school) 
·those aged 6 months to under 65 years in clinical risk groups 
·pregnant women 
·all those aged 65 years and over 
·those in long-stay residenƟal care homes 
·carers, those in receipt of carer’s allowance or main carer of an older or disabled 
person 
·household contacts of immunocompromised individuals 
·frontline health and social care staff 

See the Green Book Influenza chapter 19 for full details on eligible groups. 
Please note paƟents aged 50-64 without a clinical risk factor have NOT been included 
this year.  
We will not be offering covid booster vaccinaƟons at the surgery. 
Did you know GP pracƟces have to buy your flu vaccine nearly a year in 
advance?  Please try to support your pracƟce by having your vaccine with them 
because they’ve already bought it for you. 

Sunday 17th December 5pm - Christmas Carols around 
the tree (the pub is open from 3pm to 9pm). 
19th - 23rd December - usual hours 
24th December - bar open only from 12 noon to 10pm 
25th and 26th December - closed 
27th - 30th December - usual hours 
                                                                                             

31st December - lunch served 12 - 2pm and NYE tasƟng menu from 7.30pm. 
Closed 1st January - 9th January 2024. 
Christmas Menu served from Tuesday 28th November to lunch on 31st December. 
We are closed Christmas Day and Boxing Day. 
Please contact us for bookings on 01630 685214 or email                                                     
contact@thebearinnhodnet.com.  See our website for our full Christmas Menus. 
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SWINNERTON CHRISTMAS TREES 

WHETHER IT’S A BIG ONE, A SMALL ONE, 
A THIN ONE, OR A FAT ONE, WE WILL 
HAVE YOUR PERFECT CHRISTMAS TREE. 

QUALITY NORDMANN FIR TREES AT 
TRULY MAGICAL PRICES. 

COME & VISIT US ANY DAY FROM 
SATURDAY 25TH NOVEMBER RIGHT 
THROUGH TO CHRISTMAS EVE ON OUR 
WORKING FARM. 

Mulberry Bush Studio  
Wreath Workshops by Dorne at 

Papermill Park Ventures, Moston, 
SY4 4LU on 30th November, 1st, 6th, 

7th, 8th December various Ɵmes.  
Book direct with                            

Sue on 07974 740421. 
 
 
 
 
 

Informal Wreath Workshop 28th 
November at the Lyon Hall, 

Hodnet 7 - 9pm.  Book with Dorne 
on 07944 972999. 
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WHERE IS THE CAT? 
We all know about the Hodnet Public Houses: The Bear Inn as it is now called, once the 
more grander-sounding Bear Hotel, and the late lamented Squirrel Inn at Wollerton.  
What may not be known, was that there were another three pubs in the parish. On 
Shrewsbury Street, down the hill from The Bear, was the Unicorn Inn. This is where the 
name Unicorn Court comes from today. 
The Census does not make it clear where the Lion Inn was situated, but I have been 
told it was in the half-Ɵmbered house on the juncƟon with Church Street. Oddly, all the 
landlords in 1861 were called George.

 
As can be seen from the 1861 Census, the landlord of the Lion was George Evans, who 
is recorded as a farmer and innkeeper, working 69 acres, employing 2 labourers. 
George Cartwright ran the Unicorn Inn with his wife Margaret, and their eldest son 
George is recorded as an Organist. We can only assume that he played for services 
across the road at St Luke’s. 
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Marchamley Book Club will meet on Thursday 14th December at 7.30pm in   
Marchamley Community Club.  There are two books for discussion: 

Stepping Up by Sarah Turner 
and/or 

Half A World Away by Mike Gayle 
Do come and join us for the book discussion or just a general chat and a 
drink.  Any new book lovers will be warmly welcomed.  We look forward 

to seeing you! 

MARCHAMLEY BOOK CLUB 

MARCHAMLEY COMMUNITY CLUB 
We are open every Friday night from 7pm - 11pm.  Please come and see what we’ve 
done to improve the Club and have a drink.  
Saturday 2nd December - Boogie Bingo! For all the family.  Doors open 7pm.  Lots of 
prizes - a book of 12 games is only £6.  Put on your dancing shoes and come and have a 
whale of a Ɵme! 
Friday 8th December - Christmas CraŌ Evening.  Making felt tree decoraƟons.  Pre-
booking is preferable - text 07811 457723. 

Saturday 16th December - Family Film Night!  ‘A Christmas 
Carol’ (filmed in Shrewsbury) - see how many places you recognise 
and come wearing your Christmas jumpers!  Doors open 7pm, film 
starts promptly at 7.30pm.  £5 per person on the door (£10 family 
Ɵcket) - mince pies and mulled wine available. 
N.B. Friday 22nd December - Club closed. 

Friday 29th December - Club open as usual - bring your Christmas leŌovers to share. 
See our Facebook page: What’s on At Marchamley Community Club. 

Where Is The Cat cont’d 
George Wild ran The Bear Inn, with wife Ann, his widowed mother and 5 
children. Two servants are recorded, a housemaid, and perhaps importantly, an ostler 
who was obviously needed as The Bear was at the Ɵme a coaching inn. Before the 
recent renovaƟons, the filled-in brick arches could be seen in the walls, showing where 
the stables were. 
So where was the fiŌh pub? Older residents of the parish will know of ‘Cat corner’, at 
the juncƟon between Wollerton Wood and Marchamley Wood. The house on the 
corner was, between the 1860s and 1890s, a pub known as the White Lion. This was 
bought by the siƫng tenant, John Harper, in 1879. By 1881, John had died, but his 
widow Elizabeth carried on serving beer but was reƟred living at ‘The Cat’ into the 
1890s. 
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ViX’S HAPPiLiFE 
ViX (Victoria Perks) moved to Shropshire last Summer when she leŌ her busy city life in 
Birmingham and was inspired to launch HAPPiLiFE Wellbeing & Music. 
 “The beauƟful countryside inspired me to combine all my skills and decades of 
experience to help others to be happier, less stressed, more confident, focused, 
creaƟve…! I love to bring out the best in people of all ages and from all walks of life,” 
she says. 
ViX uses Mindfulness, Life Coaching, Reiki (Humans & Animals), E.F.T. Tapping, 
RelaxaƟon, Chakra Balancing, SongwriƟng, Music Workshops and more to achieve 
great results. She welcomes clients into her own Zen Den and Sensory Garden as well 
as working in many other seƫngs. See website (www.HAPPiLiFE.uk for more info). 
She currently has a special offer, perfect for a Christmas giŌ available as GiŌ Vouchers. 
(See images). 
“The local community has been so welcoming and supporƟve towards me and my 
Mum (who has demenƟa and she cares for). I’d love to run some sessions in some local 
community centres, but I do have a couple of events coming up at MysƟque Wellbeing 
in Shrewsbury in the meanƟme.” 
 
Mindfulness & More 1-2-1 Sessions & MeditaƟon Group 
Tuesday 28th November 2023 
£30 for a 55 minute session (£10 deposit required for all bookings) 
10 - 11am Mindful MeditaƟon Group £7 per adult. 
 
Mindful MeditaƟon Group 
Thursday 7th December 2023 
7 - 8pm. Arrive 6.45pm for a cuppa & chat (please bring own mug if possible) 
£7 Adults 
 
ViX is also a singer-songwriter, most notably 
of the 80’s chart band, “Fuzzbox”, who are 
sƟll the UK’s most successful all-girl band 
(who play instruments) and is currently 
working on new music. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Put the LiFE in your HAPPi with… ViX 
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The Village Band will next pracƟse on Saturday 2nd December 10am - 
11.15am. SƟll seeking more players.  Aged 16+.  Any instruments 
welcome.  If you can play a scale, come along!  For further 
informaƟon give Paul a call on 01630 638793. 

Wreath Making Workshop - Sunday 3rd December Wreath making 
workshops 12noon - 2pm.  Cost £20 per person to include all materials, 
mince pies and refreshments provided.  Booking by email is essenƟal as 
places are limited - wollertonvr@gmail.com.   

Our next Wollerton Wander will take place on Wednesday 6th December at 
10.30am followed by a cuppa and a chat in the Village Room.  Please come 
along and support the group - no booking required.  £1 per person.   

Our regular Book Club meeƟngs are on the second Tuesday of the 
month starƟng at 7pm in the Village Room.  We look forward to 
discussing Bees by Laline Paull on Tuesday 12th December and collecƟng 
our next book Her by Harriet Lane. 

Sunday 10th December - Christmas get together - 2pm - 4pm - mulled wine 
and mince pies.  All welcome.  Free event with raffle and Christmas 
stocking fillers for sale. 

WOLLERTON VILLAGE ROOM NEWS 

WOLLERTON TENNIS CLUB 
Club night is Tuesday from 6pm.  All abiliƟes welcome to come and 

join us for a friendly game of tennis.  New members are always 
welcome and can join at any Ɵme - adult £35, family £50. Courts 

can be used for private games.   

Please telephone: 

 Gill on 07814 409268 or Linda on 01630 685432.   

PEPLOW NEWS - HARVEST THANKS 
The Harvest Supper held in the Chapel of the Epiphany was a lovely evening with 44 
siƫng down to a two-course hot meal.  We made an amazing £600 so a big thank you 
to all the cooks, helpers and supporters who made it such a great night. 
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KIDS’ CORNER 
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MOUSE MAKES 
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Hem come undone? 
Need a new zipper? 

For all your repairs & 
alterations including 
Wedding, Prom and 
Evening Dresses. 

Leather and heavier 
weight materials. 

Personal service at a time 
to suit you. 

Contact Sue:         
01948 841076 
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WILDLIFE WATCHER - A BERRY GOOD YEAR 
It’s a good year for hawthorn berries. This year The Woodland Trust recorded some of 
the highest numbers of hawthorn berries on hedgerows and woodland since records 
began 20 years ago. It aƩributed this to the milder than average temperatures this 
spring, and such a bounƟful harvest is good news for all our wildlife.  The berry-like 
fruits of the hawthorn are called haws and are not actually berries, as they contain a 
stone, in the same way that plums do. Haws make good jelly for us humans with the 
‘berries’ also enjoyed by our naƟve small mammals as well as migraƟng birds such as 
redwings and fieldfares. 
The cooler temperatures have certainly seen some of our wildlife coming closer to 
human habitaƟon. The squirrels have returned to see what the bird feeders have to 
offer in the way of easy food and they don’t like other squirrels in the close vicinity! If 
you’re within earshot, you’ll hear them making their loud ‘cross’ chaƩering noises, 
whilst twitching their tail in annoyance. Squirrels are surprisingly vocal with the 
majority of their noises relaƟng to danger in response to predators. You can oŌen hear 
them in trees even if you can’t see them.  The birds too seem to have increased their 
regular visits to our bird feeders and are more welcome than the squirrels.  

A flock of lapwings are sƟll favouring the area around Tern Hill, 
seen recently flying towards Wollerton. The collecƟve noun for 
lapwings is a ‘deceit’ and Britain supports internaƟonally important 
numbers of lapwings in winter, the majority of which primarily 
spend their Ɵme on lowland farmland with short vegetaƟon where 
they’ll feed on worms, insects, beetles, ants, flies, moths, spiders, 
and snails.  In flight, lapwings look black and white but seen close 

to they have some glossy green plumage with a purple sheen on their shoulders.  Our 
naƟve lapwing numbers are swelled in late summer, autumn and winter by lapwings 
which have spent the summer breeding in Scandinavia, The Netherlands, Denmark and 
Germany, so we’ll see if our local populaƟon increases. 
A 1953 study of UK lapwings drew aƩenƟon to the relaƟonship between the lunar cycle 
and their behaviour. Lapwings feed predominantly during daylight hours, however, for 
a few days around the full moon they feed nocturnally and remain virtually inacƟve 
during the day, although it has been acknowledged that nocturnal feeding can occur at 
other Ɵmes of the lunar cycle. InteresƟngly, it was found that lapwings do not feed at 
night if thick cloud cover obscures the moon or if there is snow or heavy frost on the 
ground.  
Time will tell if we will see snow this winter, certainly many of our mammals are 
already keeping a lower profile. If you do sƟll have any hedgehogs visiƟng your garden 
this month, cast a watchful eye over them, as every autumn late liƩers of young are 
born and they don’t always have enough Ɵme to reach 700g, which is the minimum 
weight recommended to get them through hibernaƟon. If you need help with 
hedgehogs, and indeed other wildlife, Shropshire’s only 24/7 rescue centre: Cuan 
Wildlife Rescue in Much Wenlock (TF13 6DD) – 01952 728070 - will help and take them 
in.hƩps://cuanwildliferescue.org.uk/  
However you hope to spend the fesƟve season, Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year.  Here’s to 2024 being a good year for us all. 

‘Wildlife Watcher’ 
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PUZZLE PAGE 
This much-loved carol comes from Austria, where it was first sung as SƟlle Nacht, 
Heilige Nacht on Christmas Eve, 1818. It was wriƩen by Father Joseph Mohr, a young 
priest at St Nicholas parish church, in the village of Oberndorf bei Salzburg. As 
Christmas 1818 approached, he asked the local schoolmaster, Franz Xaver Gruber, to 
compose a melody for his carol. Gruber was organist in the nearby village of Arnsdorf, 
and so was happy to oblige.  On Christmas Eve they presented the carol to the church 
during the midnight mass. The carol went on to become loved world-wide; and the 
version sung by Bing Crosby is the third best-selling single of all Ɵme.    

Silent   Night   Loved  Carol        Austria 

First   Sung   SƟlle  Nacht   Heilige  
Christmas  Eve   Father  Joseph   Mohr  

Young   Priest   Organist Midnight  Mass  

Melody  Single   Bing  Version  Third 
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MJ Roberts 
Tree Care and Landscaping 

All types of trees carefully felled, 
pruned and topped.  Hedges, trees 
and shrubs trimmed and shaped.  
Fences erected, patios and paths 

cleaned.  Seasoned hardwood 

logs. 

01948 841435/07732 160935 

HODNET SERVICE 
STATION 

33 Shrewsbury Street, 
Hodnet 
TF9 3NS 

Tyres - Brakes - Exhausts 
Repairs - Servicing  

MOT tesƟng 

01630 
685238 

Rix Petroleum Mercia.  

Your local, family owned 
independent heaƟng oil supplier in 

Market Drayton. CompeƟƟve 
heaƟng oil prices. Agricultural fuel. 

Interest free budget payment 
scheme. Rix oil alert. Order  
online or over the phone.  

Contact Rix Mercia Team today. 
01630 654466.  
www.rix.co.uk  

Maer Lane Industrial Estate  
Market Drayton TF9 1QS  
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SMILE LINES 
 Snowman 

What do you get when you cross a snowman with a vampire? - Frostbite. 
What would you like for Christmas? 

A liƩle girl went to visit Father Christmas in the local garden centre groƩo.  He 
welcomed her with a smile and the quesƟon of what she would like for Christmas.   

The liƩle girl gasped and stared up at him in horror. "Didn't you get my email?!" 
Dear Santa, this year, please give me a big fat bank account and a skinny body.  Please 
don’t mix these up like you did last year. 

What do you get Dad? 

December is the month when the family begins to discuss what to get Dad for 
Christmas. Some argue for a shirt; others hold out for a pair of socks. But the argument 
usually ends in a Ɵe.  

 
 

              The EverlasƟng Turkey 
                     On the first day of Christmas my true love said to me 

I’ve bought a big fresh turkey and a proper Christmas tree. 
On the second day of Christmas much laughter could be heard 

As we tucked into our turkey – a most delicious bird. 
On the third day of Christmas people came from just next door, 

The turkey tasted just as good as it had done before. 
On the fourth day of Christmas came relaƟons young and old 
We finished up the Christmas pud and had the turkey cold. 

On the fiŌh day of Christmas, outside the snowflakes scurried, 
But we were nice and warm inside, and had the turkey curried. 

On the sixth day of Christmas, the Christmas spirit died. 
The children fought and bickered – we had the turkey rissoles fried. 

On the seventh day of Christmas my true love he did wince 
When he sat down at table - and was offered turkey mince. 
On the eighth day of Christmas, the dog had run for shelter, 

For he’d seen our turkey pancakes and the glass of alka-seltzer. 
On the ninth day of Christmas, by lunchƟme dad was bloƩo, 

He knew that bird was back again, this Ɵme as a risoƩo. 
On the tenth day of Christmas we were drinking home-made brew, 

Anything to help us face that steaming turkey stew. 
On the eleventh day of Christmas our lovely tree was moulƟng, 
And with chilli, soy and oyster sauce, the turkey was revolƟng. 

On the twelŌh day of Christmas we had smiles back on our lips, 
The guests had gone, the turkey too – WE DINED ON FISH AND CHIPS. 
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TRM 
Building & RenovaƟons 

Brick & Blockwork 
Re-poinƟng 

Mini-Digger Hire with driver 
Drainage & Soakaways 

Fencing, Slab & PaƟo Laying 
Driveways & Paths 

Contact Tom 

01630 684004/07976 562985 
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 1 Wreath Making Workshop - 2pm - Hawkstone Hall Hotel  Christmas Party Night - 7pm - Hawkstone Hall Hotel  
Bellringing PracƟce 7 - 8pm - St Luke’s Church                    An Evening of Song  - 7pm - Wollerton Bowls & Social Club 

2 Village Band - 10am - 11.15am - Wollerton Village Room               Boogie Bingo - 7pm - Marchamley Community Club 
Wreath Making Workshop - 12 - 2pm & 3 - 5pm - Wollerton Village Room  

3 Morning Prayer - 11.00am - St Luke’s Church                                                    Christmas Carols at Hawkstone Hall Hotel 
Wreath Making Workshop - 12 - 2pm - Wollerton Village Room  

4  

5 Hodnet Footpath Group - 10.30am - Lyon Hall car park 

6 Wollerton Wander - 10.30am - Wollerton Village Room                         CraŌ Group 10am - 12 noon - St Luke’s Church 
Mobile Library - 45 Wood Lane 11.10 - 11.40am Bus Stop; Marchamley Bus Stop 11.50 - 12.05pm 
Choir PracƟce 7 - 8pm  - St Luke’s Church                                                                            

7 Mobile Library - Castle Hill Layby 10.30 - 10.45am.  

8 Bellringing PracƟce 7 - 8pm - St Luke’s Church                            Christmas CraŌs - 7pm - Marchamley Community Club 

9  

10 Holy Communion - 11am - St Luke’s Church                    Mulled Wine & Mince Pies - 2-4pm - Wollerton Village Room 
Christmas Carols at Hawkstone Hall Hotel                       Evensong - 6.30pm - Chapel of the Epiphany, Peplow 

11  

12 Wollerton Village Room Book Club - 7pm 

13 CraŌ Group 10am - 12 noon - St Luke’s Church                   Carols round the Tree - 6.30pm - St Luke’s Church, Hodnet 

14 Christmas Party Night - 7pm - Hawkstone Hall Hotel                                            Hodnet WI - 7.30pm - Christmas Dinner  
Marchamley Book Club - 7.30pm - Marchamley Community Club  

15 Bellringing PracƟce 7 - 8pm - St Luke’s Church                                                                  Magazine final submission date 

16 Christmas Film Night - 7pm for 7.30pm - Marchamley Community Club 

17 Holy Communion  - 11am - St Luke’s Church, Hodnet                                      Christmas Carols at Hawkstone Hall Hotel  
Christmas Carols - 5pm - The Bear Hotel, Hodnet                           Kid’s Christmas Party - 3 - 6pm - Hodnet Social Club 

18  

19  

20 CraŌ Group 10am - 12 noon - St Luke’s Church                                                  Choir PracƟce 7 - 8pm  - St Luke’s Church 
Mobile Library - 45 Wood Lane 11.10 - 11.40am Bus Stop; Marchamley Bus Stop 11.50 - 12.05pm 

21 Mobile Library - Castle Hill Layby 10.30 - 10.45am                         Christmas Party Night - 7pm - Hawkstone Hall Hotel 

22 Bellringing PracƟce 7 - 8pm - St Luke’s Church  

23 TradiƟonal Nine Lessons and Carols - 5.30pm - St Luke’s Church, Hodnet 

24 Crib Service - 3pm - St Luke’s Church, Hodnet.                      Carol Service - 5pm - The Chapel of the Epiphany, Peplow 
Christmas Eve Ball - 7pm - Hawkstone Hall Hotel 

25 Holy Communion - 11am - St Luke’s Church, Hodnet 

26  

27  

28  

29  

30  

31 Parish Communion - 11am - The Chapel of The Epiphany, Peplow. 
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Thanks to Cricket 
Shropshire who will be 
running this event with 
us, come along , 6.30-
8pm, with pizzas and 

possibly a glass of 
something to enjoy 

aŌerwards.             
See you there! 

Contact our club secretary at                                  
maƩwatkins1983@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 

Christmas Carol 
Fundraiser 

Carols Around The 

Tree       

Wednesday 13th December  

St Lukes Church - 6.30pm       

in aid of Hope House 

Children’s Hospices.               

  Followed by    

 refreshments                       

 in church 


