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EDITORIAL 

I hope you like the cover of this monthΩs magazine which is to mark Mothering Sunday 

on 15th March. But donΩt forget Grannies either! The idea that grandmothers retire into 

an unburdened world of gardening and tea-drinking, golf and knitting is no more than a 

pleasant fantasy these days. Instead, nearly 63% of grandparents provide some sort of 

childcare to their under-16-year-old grandchildren. That amounts to around seven 

million older people, aged mostly between 55 – тпΦ As many as one in three is doing 

the school run. Nearly one in five is spending more than 10 hours a week giving other 

childcare. America has a nickname name for them: the Ψgranny nannies.ΩΦGranny 

nannies do it for good reason: to enable their own children to be able to work longer 

hours. But granny nannies not only care for their grandchildren, they may also be 

providing comfort for elderly relatives of their own – and holding down a part-time job 

at the same time. Perhaps Super-Granny-Nannies is the correct name for them! 

Our cut-off date for AprilΩs edition is Thursday 12th March.  For all enquiries or offerings 

please contact us at editorhodnetparish@gmail.com                           Susie, Editor. 

YOUR NOTICES, TRIBUTES AND FEEDBACK 
Would you like to include a tribute, a thank you or some 
praise for something that happened in the community? If 
so, it would be great to include it  here. 

 

Contact us by email at editorhodnetparish@gmail.com  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Fri 10th April - Quiz ‘n’ Chips  - Wollerton Bowls and Social Club 

Sat 18th April – Race Night – Marchamley Community Club 

Sat 2nd May – A Taste of Morocco – Marchamley Community Club 

Fri 15th May - Paint & Sip – Marchamley Community Club 

Sat 16th May - Spring Fayre - Lyon Hall, Hodnet 
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SAINTS’ AND SIGNIFICANT DAYS 

PRAYER 

     1st March  David   

    8th March  John of God  

  15th March  Clement Hofbauer  

  22nd March   Basil of Ancyra 

  29th March  John and Berikjesus  

FLOWER ROTA - ST LUKEõS CHURCH 

No flowers in Lent 

  
Lord, you are the Alpha and the Omega, in you all things have their 
source and their destiny. Reveal to us your vision for your Kingdom. 
Show us the parts we are called to play in that vision. Walk with us on 
our journey. Amen  

FROM THE REGISTERS 

 We welcome into Godõs family 

  Anthony Ian Bridge 

 Entered into eternal rest 

   John Andrew Jackson 

   Nicolas Jane Smith 

   Doreen Ray Philips 

CHURCHYARD REQUEST 

Polite request - would anyone who has placed a Christmas wreath or similar on graves 

please ensure they are removed as soon as possible as volunteers will soon be 

recommencing maintenance of the churchyard  
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CHURCH CONTACTS 

 

         ST LUKE’S CHURCH, HODNET 
 

Sunday   1st  11.00am Morning Prayer 

 Sunday   8th  11.00am Holy Communion  

Sunday 15th  11.00am Mothering Sunday 

 Sunday 22nd  No service at Hodnet 

 Sunday  29th    10.30am Palm Sunday - Benefice Service  

      Childs Ercall 

 

CHAPEL OF THE EPIPHANY, PEPLOW 
 

Sunday  8th    6.30pm  Evensong 

Sunday 22nd   11.00am Holy Communion  

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES IN ST LUKE’S 

Church 

Choir  
We are always 

looking for new 
members - if you are 

interested come 
along and speak to  
us after a Sunday 

Service. 

Bellringing 
Practice  

7ÅÅËÌÙ &ÒÉÄÁÙÓ  

αȢΪΪÐÍ - βȢΪΪÐÍȢ   

If you are interested 
contact Bell Tower 
Captain John Powell on 
01630 685325. 

 Hodnet Churchwardens:  Janice Parker - 01630 685531 

    Tim Preston - 01630 685315 

CHURCH SERVICES: MARCH 
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SHROPSHIRE RURAL SUPPORT CHARITY 

Shropshire Rural Support: Standing Strong with Our Rural and 

Farming Communities 

Since 1991, the charity has offered a lifeline, helping rural and 

farming people face challenges with resilience and hope. 

ShropshireΩs farming communities are known for their enduring 

spirit, independence, and deep connection to the land. Yet behind 

this outward strength often lies isolation, pressure, and uncertainty. For three decades, 

Shropshire Rural Support (SRS) has stood quietly but reliably beside those who feed the 

county, offering a compassionate ear and practical guidance when lifeΩs challenges 

become overwhelming. SRS was founded by Clifford Evans MBE, a farmer, who heard of 

a number of people taking their own lives and recognised the emotional and financial 

strain facing farmers long before rural mental health became a national conversation. 

This charity remains one of ShropshireΩs most vital grassroots services, providing 

essential support to individuals and families across the county. 

Clifford understood that many farmers would not seek help through traditional routes. 

Pride, stigma, and geographic isolation often kept problems hidden. His solution was 

simple but powerful: create a confidential, non-judgemental group of people who 

understood the realities of agricultural life. Today, SRS continues this mission through a 

helpline, outreach, and close collaboration with markets, vets, churches, and rural 

organisations. Support volunteers are trained not only in listening skills but also in 

recognising the unique stresses shaped by unpredictable weather, fluctuating prices, 

generational succession, and the loneliness of working long hours in remote areas. SRS 

covers both business issues and personal matters such as bereavement, loneliness, 

domestic abuse, and divorce.  

A fictional case study illustrates the impact of SRSΩs approach. άJohn,έ a livestock farmer 

in his fifties, faced a devastating combination of events: a poor lambing season, rising 

feed costs, and the sudden illness of his wife. Managing the farm alone led to 

exhaustion, and as debt mounted, he began withdrawing from friends and neighbours. 

One evening, while sorting paperwork, he noticed a leaflet for SRS and made what he 

later described as άthe hardest phone call of my lifeέΦ The volunteer he spoke to 

immediately understood the pressures, allowing John to voice fears he had kept hidden 

for months. Over the following weeks, SRS helped him access financial advice, arranged 

temporary labour support through partner organisations, and encouraged him to speak 

with his GP. Within months, JohnΩs situation stabilised, and he later said that without SRS 

he άcouldnΩt see a way forwardέΦ      continued... 
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Club Opening Times:    Monday - Thursday 7.00pm - 11.00pm    

Friday 6.00pm - midnight    Saturday 5.00pm - 11.00pm       
Sunday 2.00pm - 7.00pm 

 

Wednesday 4th March Bingo 8pm start 

Wednesday 18th March Charity Prize Bingo Night  

In aid of Lingen Davies Cancer Support. Doors open 7pm for 7.45pm start 

The history of Lingen Davies 

Lingen Davies charity was originally launched in 1979 by then Mayor of Shrewsbury 
Bernard Lingen and local accountant Frank Davies, to build and equip a new 
radiotherapy department at the Royal Shrewsbury Hospital. Since this establishment, 
the charity has grown to deliver services, equipment, technology, staff, and cancer 
support to the wider community.  

Over the years an entire new Cancer Centre has been created on the site, including 
state-of-the-art facilities and treatment to benefit cancer patients throughout the 
community.  

The charity exists to enhance and improve the situation for local cancer patients. We 
cannot eradicate cancer, but we can make life easier for those who are going through 
it, or watching loved ones go through it . 

 

 Saturday 21st March Quiz Night 8pm start  

 Our version of “Deal or No Deal “  £3 a box including curry supper  
 

See our Facebook page or contact Angela Heath on 07815 126101.  

HODNET SOCIAL CLUB 

Stories like JohnΩs highlight why SRS matters so much to the countyΩs farmers and rural 

communities. In a sector constantly shaped by change, the charity offers a human con-

nection and reassurance that cannot be found elsewhere.  Guided by Clifford EvansΩ vi-

sion, SRS continues its commitment to supporting the resilience of rural and farming 

people, ensuring that no one in Shropshire faces lifeΩs challenges alone. 

Looking ahead, SRS has an exciting array of events planned, designed to strengthen rural 

wellbeing, foster community connection, and raise awareness. Visit 

www.shropshireruralsupport.org.uk for the latest news, upcoming events, and volun-

teering opportunities. To receive newsletters, email 

kate@shropshireruralsupport.org.uk to join our mailing list. Most importantly, anyone 

needing support can call the confidential helpline on 0300 123 2825.  

http://www.shropshireruralsupport.org.uk
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HODNET FOOTPATH GROUP  

First Tuesday Walk 3rd March 2026. 

For our next planned walk we are venturing out of Parish to explore 

Haughmond Hill. 

Managed by Forestry England weΩll be exploring some of the 

waymarked trails for commanding views across the River Severn and 

Shrewsbury to the South Shropshire and Welsh hills beyond. The trails can get muddy 

so  suitable footwear is essential. 

There is also an award-winning cafe which offers refreshments  for walkers, dog 

walkers and nature lovers. 

WeΩll meet at 10.a.m at Haughmond Hill Cafe, Haughmond Hill, Shrewsbury SY4 4FH. 

As always everyone one is welcome Including dogs.  

Any questions or queries, you can contact Richard Grudzinski on 07309 740601. 

Hodnet and District Garden Club will hold their first meeting of 

2026 on Tuesday 17th March when Emma Spenser will be giving 

us a talk entitled 'Dig for Victory'.   

We have a varied and, hopefully, interesting programme this 

year including talks on garden photography, garden design and 

organic gardening.  We meet at the Lyon Hall in Hodnet  from March to July inclusive 

plus September and October, on the 3rd Tuesday of each month.  Meetings start at 

7.30pm.  

Everyone is welcome - no need to be an expert gardener - and we'll even provide tea 
and cake all for the modest sum of £15.00 for annual membership or £3.00 per evening 
as a visitor.  

If you are interested in joining us or would like any more details about HDGC, please 
feel free to contact Dave Smither on 01630 685966. 

HODNET AND DISTRICT GARDEN CLUB 
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LYON HALL, HODNET EVENTS 

NEW - Chair Yoga - Every Monday 5pm - 6pm. 

Yoga Class - Every Monday 6.15pm - 7.15pm and 7.30pm - 8.30pm.  Please contact 

Harriet Devaney on 07908 717337. 

Qigong - Every Tuesday 10am - 11am.  Contact Sue on sue@suepics.co.uk. 

Tern Valley Vintage Machinery Trust - First Tuesday of the month 7.30 for 8pm start. 

Ring craft dog training - Every Thursday 1pm - 3pm on Thursdays.  Contact Anne Mann 

on 01630 653570 for more information. 

Women’s Institute - Second Thursday of the month 7.30pm.  Contact details: 

hodnetwi@gmail.com or 07772 729764. 

Hodnet and District Garden Club - Third Tuesday of the month 7.30pm.  Contact 

details: David Smither on 01630 685966. 

To book the Lyon Hall contact Francis Bennett on 01630 685213. 

Come and join us for an evening 
of Sax & Snax 

On Friday 27th March   8pm -11.30 

Lyon Hall, Hodnet 

The return of my fantastic 
friend Rick Sax. 

Dance the night away. With great Music, 

Raffles and Auction.  

£7.50 a ticket which can be purchased 

from Lynn Evans 07488276412 or Sue 

Hoof 07801089337. 

Money raised will go to 

the Lyon Hall charity. 
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Meeting on Thursday 19th March, 7.30pm  

in Marchamley Community Club when we will discuss 

ΨThe Sewing MachineΩ by Natalie Fergie.  

This is a story about a Singer sewing machine and Fred who 
discovers a treasure trove of documents about his family 

history and starts unpicking the secrets of four generations, one stitch at a timeΧ 

 

Please come and join us for a chat and a drink. Everyone welcome! 

MARCHAMLEY BOOK CLUB 

HODNET WOMEN’S INSTITUTE  

A huge thank you to Micky Little who joined 
our February meeting and gave us a fun, 
informative and thoroughly enjoyable talk on 
Snowdrops - The Fair Maids of February.  

 
It was great to see so many people join us to hear Micky present and share with 
us so many interesting details around this beautiful and delicate flowering bulb. 
The opportunity to admire and procure some of the stunning snowdrops for 
our gardens on the night was a bonus. 

 
Our March Meeting will be our AGM 
followed by a games night. 

 
Why not join us at the Lyon Hall on 
Thursday 12th March at 7.30pm. 

 

For latest updates please follow our 

Facebook Page. 

Why not come along to Hodnet WI? 

We’d love to see you there. 
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MARCHAMLEY COMMUNITY CLUB 
Our Re-opening Party on 13th February after the bar restoration was a great success and 
everyone agreed the club is looking fantastic.  The committee would like to thank all the 
volunteers and committee members who have worked so hard to make the club a 
warm and welcoming place for meeting up with friends and neighbours.  

A wide range of events is planned for this year.  Annual membership of the club is just 
£5 and membersΩ nights on Fridays continue to be popular.   

Our events are open to all – members, their families, friends and neighbours and 
anyone visiting the area or living in the local villages.  This month we have: 

Friday 6th March – Quiz Night.  Doors open 7pm and the quiz will 
began at 7.30pm.  £5 pp entry with prizes for first and second teams. 
Teams of up to six – if you have not got a full team or are on your own, 
come along and join in with others. 

Friday 20th March – Live Music Night with Stone Cold Sober-ish.  This band have 
become great favourites so they have been invited back once again to entertain 
members, friends, neighbours and anyone else who enjoys good music.  Free entry  – 
but bring your cash for our big raffle!  Doors open at 7pm 
Saturday 28th March – Bingo at Fauls Village Hall in aid of the Club.  Free entry – loads 
of prizes!  Doors open 6pm with eyes down at 7.30pm prompt.  
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 CHURCH HUMOUR 
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Hem come undone? 
Need a new zipper? 
For all your repairs & 
alterations including 
Wedding, Prom and 
Evening Dresses. 
Leather and heavier 
weight materials. 

Personal service at a time 
to suit you. 

Contact Sue:         
01948 841076 

TRM 
Building & Renovations 

Brick & Blockwork 

Re-pointing 

Mini-Digger Hire with driver 

Drainage & Soakaways 

Fencing, Slab & Patio Laying 

Driveways & Paths 

Contact Tom 

07976 562985 
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PICTURE PARABLE 
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MOUSE MAKES 
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COOKERY CORNER :  SPRING CHICKEN 

Spring Chicken in a Pot 
 

¢Ǌȅ ǘƘƛǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǊŜŎƛǇŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴŀƭ ǾŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜǎ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ 
ŦŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ Řŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭƭǎ ƻŦ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ƭŜǎǎŜƴƛƴƎΦ  
 
Serves 4 
Ingredients: 
1 onion chopped 
500gm boneless, skinless chicken thigh 
300gm small new potatoes 
425ml vegetable stock 
350gm broccoli 
350gm spring greens 
140gm petit pois 
Bunch spring onions sliced 
2 tbsp pesto 
Olive oil 
 
Method: 
Step 1 
Heat the oil in a large heavy pan 
Add the onion and gently fry for 5 mins until softened 
Add the chicken and fry until lightly browned 
Add the potatoes, stock, ground black pepper and bring to the boil 
Cover and simmer for 30 mins until the potatoes are tender and chicken is 
cooked. Can be frozen at this point 
 
Step 2 
Add the broccoli, spring greens, petit pois 
and spring onions, stir well and return to 
the boil 
Cover and cook for 10 mins or until the 
veg is to your liking 
Stir in the pesto and heat through 
 
Serve and enjoy 
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Hodnet Hall Gardens 

Open Sundays, Wednesdays 

and Bank Holiday Mondays 

11am-5pm from Sunday 10
th
 

March 2024. 

E-tickets available from 

website.  Card and 

contactless at gate.  Season 

tickets available. 

www.hodnethallgardens.org 
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HODNET SCOUTS 
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WOLLERTON VILLAGE ROOM NEWS 
Join us for a series of crafting events over the next few weeks/months including 
Make an Easter Bunny gift pocket/ornament - Monday 2nd March 7-9pm 
Utilising similar techniques to the mini stockings we made at Christmas, this 
takes your applique in a rabbit direction. You will make a pocket for a little 

Easter treat. Template, tuition and all materials included. £5 
Craft De-stash - Saturday 7th March 1-3pm 
Did you try a craft and not like it? Swamped with excess yarn or fabric? Want to 
swap unused crafting materials for something you would use? Swaps available for 
smaller items. Payment may be required for larger items or larger equipment. 
Easter Bunting - Saturday 28th March 10-4pm  
Bring your sewing machine and learn how to make your own bunting. Covering pattern 
placement, cutting, construction, and maximising the use of your fabric. Consider 
fabrics, applique, single or double sided. Look at techniques, templates, sizing and 
make your own bunting. £25 
How to Crochet (3 sessions)  
Watch out for our beginnersΩ crochet sessions starting soon. Daytime and evening 
classes available. £20 to include a pattern, yarn and a crochet hook. 
 

Wednesday Craft Group takes place every Wednesday from 10am – 12 
noon.  Why not come along and bring your project, or come just to the 
company, convivial chat and refreshments. Every Wednesday morning £1 
per person. 

Our monthly Craft and Sewing Evening will be on Monday 2nd March 7-9pm £1 
Social Sewing on Saturday 28th March 10-4pm £5. Bring along your own projects and 
join our friendly group. 

 

Our Wollerton Wander will be take place on Wednesday 4th March at 
10.30am. A local walk through our lovely countryside, with a friendly group, 
good company and dogs are welcome too. We always finish with a cuppa £1 
per person. 
 

The Village Band will next practise on Saturday 7th March 10am - 
11.15am.  We are seeking more players so, if you can play a scale, are 
aged 16+, why not come along to our band practice. All instruments 
welcome! For further information give Paul a call on 01630 638793. 
  

Our regular Book Club meetings are on the 2nd Tuesday of the month 
starting at 7pm in the Village Room.  We look forward to discussing ¢ƘŜ 
CƛǊǎǘ ¢ƛƳŜ ōȅ [ŀǳǊŜƴ tŀƛƭƛƴ on Tuesday 10th March and collecting our next 
book ¦ƭǘǊŀ tǊƻŎŜǎǎŜŘ tŜƻǇƭŜ ōȅ /ƘǊƛǎ Ǿŀƴ ¢ǳƭƭŜƪŜƴΦ £5 annual membership 
and £1 per book. 

 
If you’d like some more information follow us on social media, or email 
wollertonvr@gmail.com to be kept updated, or secure your place. 
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We welcome new members whether that is as a Bowling, Social or a 
Free 6 weeks Trial member to see what we have to offer.. 

Our friendly club has  an active programme of Indoor Short-mat Bowls 
(winter) and outdoor Crown Green Bowls (summer). Plus we offer 
snooker, pool, darts and other games year round. Our focus is on 
enjoyment, plus bowls  is accessible for most ages and abilities.  Come 

and build friendships, while maintaining your mental and physical well-being.  The club 
has an active social  calendar based in our clubhouse, e.g. quizzes , race nights etc.  To 
arrange a visit just email or  give us a call.  

Events coming up in March and April 

¶ Race Night: Friday 6th March—тpm for a 7.30 start: And they are off! Come and 
join us for all the fun of the races without the need to go to Aintree or Ascot. A 
great night is in store. Bar available to help you celebrate or drown your sorrows 

¶ Open Day: Sunday 22nd March—ммam to 3pm: Come and see what we have to 
offer both outdoors and indoors. There will be members on hand to tell you 
about the Club and subject to weather you can have a go at Crown Green Bowls 
(please wear flat soled shoes). Equipment will be available for you to use on the 
day. 

¶ Open Day: Saturday 28th March—мpm to 4pm: If you can't join us on the 22nd 
this provides another opportunity to come and visit the club.  

¶ Quiz ‘n’ Chips: Friday 10th April—тpm for a 7.30pm start: A real fun night—a lot 
of laughs while testing your little grey cells! £2 per person to enter (max 4 
players per team) and the optional fish and chips will be c. £12. The quiz 
includes 100 questions on a variety of topics. The Bar will be available to help 
sustain you during the evening! 

 
The Club is a άMembers Clubέ - it is run by its members for its members.  
Non-members are welcome to attend but please contact the club in 
advance.  Membership from 1st April will be £35 for Bowling members and  
£10 for social members.  Please call Bob on 07906 661520 or email 
wollertonbowls@gmail.com or visit our Facebook page - see the QR code.  
We support Social Prescribing in the Community - https://shropshire-directory.co.uk/ 

Are you keen to take more exercise this year?   

Please come along to have a hit or miss!  New members are always 

welcome.  Our club session is on a Tuesday evening at 6pm. 

  All welcome.  Telephone Gill on 07814 409268. 

WOLLERTON BOWLS AND SOCIAL CLUB 

WOLLERTON TENNIS CLUB 
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March is the month of argument. Winter has not yet conceded, but 
the soil is beginning to answer back, and the gardener, if alert, must 
adjudicate between frost and promise. In Britain this is the hinge of 
the year, when the light sharpens and the ground, still cold to the 

touch, starts to release a faint, unmistakable scent of life. 

The garden in March should be read like a manuscript with marginal notes. Snowdrops 
are retreating, their task complete, while crocuses flare briefly like dropped coins and 
then fade. Daffodils advance in ranks, some early, some tardy, all apparently 
unconcerned with the east wind that can still cut like a reprimand. This is no time for 
sentimentality. Plants know the risks they are taking, and so should we. 

March is about preparation, not indulgence. Soil in the vegetable garden, if not 
waterlogged, should be worked now, turned and broken so that air can enter and the 
worms can resume their quiet engineering. Compost, dark and friable, deserves its 
annual promotion from heap to bed. It is the gardenerΩs equivalent of classical 
education: slow to acquire, invaluable once in place. Where the ground is heavy, 
restraint is wise. To tread on clay in March is to vandalise the future.  If you have 
manure this is better put on in winter and left for the weather to break down but avoid 
using it where you are going to plant onions or garlic.  

There is sowing to be done, cautiously. Broad beans can go in, potatoes too if the soil 
allows, though tradition should not overrule temperature. Under glass or on a 
windowsill, tomatoes and tender annuals begin their long apprenticeship to the 
outdoors. They are fragile now, but do not underestimate their will to survive. Most 
failures in March come not from cold, but from impatience.  Squash of various types 
need potting on as they grow; if they receive a check, either through temperature or 
lack of space they are apt to sulk and linger though eventually they get over it. 

Shrubs, hydrangeas and roses demand attention before growth accelerates if you have 
not already taken the secateurs to them. Pruning now is an act of faith: cutting back 
hard, trusting the plant to respond with generosity. Dead wood should be removed 
without hesitation. Plants, like civilisations, decline when the past is allowed to linger 
too long. 

Weeding begins in earnest. The weeds know March well and waste no time. Their 
removal is easier now than later, and there is a certain satisfaction in this early 
skirmish, bending down into the cool air, fingers numbed, but victorious. Consider it a 
reminder that gardening is physical history: every action leaves a trace. 

Above all, March rewards observation. Watch where frost settles, where water lingers, 
where the first bees hesitate and then commit. The garden is waking, not yet fully 
conscious, and it pays to listen before issuing instructions. April will demand energy, 
May enthusiasm. March asks only for attention, patience, and the confidence to 
believe that, despite appearances, the season has already turned. 

ROSS’S GARDEN NOTES: THE GARDEN IN MARCH 
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SMILE LINES 
How many words does it take? 

Pythagorean Theorem - 24 words LordΩs Prayer - 66 words 

ArchimedesΩ Principle - 67 words Ten Commandments - 179 words 

Shakespeare's ΨTo be, or not to beΩ soliloquy – нсл words 

ChurchillΩs speech ΨWe Shall Fight on the BeachesΩ- олу words 

US Constitution with all 27 Amendments - 7,818 words 

EU regulations on the sale of cabbages - 26,911 words 

Puts things into perspective, doesnΩt it? 

Bump 

A man was trying to pull out of a parking slot, but bashed the bumper of the parked car 
in front of him. Witnessed by a handful of pedestrians waiting for a bus, the driver got 
out, inspected the damage, and proceeded to write a note to leave on the windshield 
of the car he had hit. The note read:   "Hello. I have just hit your car, and there are 
some people here watching me who think that I am writing this note to leave you my 
name, phone number, and driver's licence number, but I am not." 

Who’d be a mother? 

Constant nagging didn't seem to provide any relief from having to clean up the 
bathroom after each of my three teenage children. After I cleaned it one day, I resorted 
to posting a sign that read: "Please leave the bathroom as you found it." 

I noticed the bathroom was in the usual mess after my son used it, so I called, "Brian, 
how did you find the bathroom?" After a brief pause, he replied, "Straight down the 
hall, first door on the right." 

An irritated mother complained to her friend: άWhen I was a kid, my parents sent me 
to my room without supper if I misbehaved. But my son has his own TV, smartphone 
and computer in his room!" 
"So how do you handle it?" her friend asked. "I send him to MY room!" 

On the road 

A teenager was always asking his parents if he could borrow the family car. Pushed to 
the limit one day, the father demanded of his son why he thought ΨThe AlmightyΩ had 
given him two feet. Without hesitation, the son replied: "That's easy, one for the clutch 
and one for the acceleratorέΦ 

Taxes 

There will always be death and taxes; however, death doesn't get worse every year. 

Coming and going 

Your child has started growing up when he stops asking you where he came from and 
starts refusing to tell you where he's going. 
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WILDLIFE WATCHER: MARCH AND MOLDYWARPS 
The months continue to roll by and weΩve got to March, which means early spring, even if it 
doesnΩt feel like it. The first months of the year so far have seen a seemingly continuous 
succession of weather systems bringing rain. The Met Office had an interesting and rather 
inventive phrase for all the rain weΩve been experiencing so far this year, saying that 
Ψrainfall has continued to run ahead of schedule.Ω 
Whilst we know the livelihoods of farmers and growers is under threat, the rain has also 
made it just about impossible to get out in the garden to do much meaningful gardening. 
Taking shelter in the garden shed and rearranging the plant pots ready for when we want 
to use them became an option worth considering! 
The wet weather also made it difficult to keep the bird feeders topped up. Getting 
drenched while doing so is one thing, but several of our feeders became water-logged 
where the drainage holes became blocked and the feeders filled with water, rotting the 
food in them.  
There are signs however that the birds have registered itΩs early spring. The robins had 
been posturing for a few weeks already and the blackbirds have definitely become 
territorial, chasing rival males away from what they consider ΨtheirΩ patch, and other birds 
have been pairing up as hoped. The prompt by the media encouraging us to put up nest 
boxes during FebruaryΩs National Nest Box Week was a good clue to keep watching the 
birds. If you did put up a nestbox this year, the birds may not use it until next year, as their 
naturally cautious nature helps keep them safe and alive, and they will almost certainly 
have registered its appearance in their territory. 
The weather doesnΩt stop the seasonal hills of soil thrown up by moles, although they 
undoubtedly head to higher ground when they sense the soil in their territory is becoming 
waterlogged and flooded. Their resulting molehills give a clue as to their movements 
underground. The peak times for fresh molehills to appear is when theyΩre searching for 
mates and then again when the resulting youngsters are dispersing to find territories of 
their own. 
March is when the mole breeding season starts: they only breed 
between March and May, and the male (boar) visits the female 
(sow) in her burrow and after mating, takes no part in raising the 
young. After a gestation period of around 30 days, a litter of 
between 2-7 naked and blind babies are born. Their eyes open 
when theyΩre about 3 weeks old and they continue growing rapidly, being ready to leave 
the nest at around 5-6 weeks of age. One of the only times youΩre likely to see a mole 
above ground is when they surface and head off searching for a territory of their own. 
Moles were once prized for their dense waterproof short black fur. Nowadays theyΩre 
considered an agricultural pest, but do good by eating harmful insect larvae, such as 
leatherjackets, cockchafers and carrot flies, and their tunnels actually help drain and aerate 
heavy soils. 
Whatever you think of them, moles have some endearing names. Known as 'Moldywarp' in 
ancient English and made famous by Alison Uttley in her [ƛǧƭŜ DǊŜȅ wŀōōƛǘ books of the 
1940s, while moles in Welsh are known as Ψtwrch daearΩ which means, appropriately, Ψearth 

hogΩΦ   ‘Wildlife Watcher’ 
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PUZZLE PAGE : MAZE 
 

HODNET PARISH COUNCIL 

WILL BE HOLDING THEIR ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

THURSDAY 26th MARCH 2026 at 7.00PM,   

THE LYON HALL, HODNET 

The Annual Parish Meeting is a short meeting for parishioners to meet their parish 
council and ask questions of councillors  or raise any parish issues.  

There are also a number of reports given from local organisations.  

If you would like more information on the parish meeting or would like to consider 
becoming a parish councillor, please contact the parish clerk on: 

 07946 112161 or clerk@hodnet-pc.gov.uk 

HODNET PARISH COUNCIL  
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MJ Roberts 
Tree Care and Landscaping 

All types of trees carefully felled, 

pruned and topped.  Hedges, trees 

and shrubs trimmed and shaped.  

Fences erected, patios and paths 

cleaned.  Seasoned hardwood 

ƭƻƎǎ. 

01948 841435/07732 160935 

HODNET SERVICE 

STATION 

33 Shrewsbury Street, 

Hodnet 

TF9 3NS 

Tyres - Brakes - Exhausts 

Repairs - Servicing  

MOT testing 

01630 

685238 
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 1 Morning Prayer  -  11am - St Luke’s Church, Hodnet  

2 Over 55s Cuppa & Chat with Live Music 1pm to 3pm, The Meadow Community Centre, Hodnet 

Craft and Sewing Evening 7-9pm - Wollerton Village Room             

3 Hodnet Footpath Group  - Meet at 10am at Haughmond Hill Cafe 

Tern Valley Vintage Machinery Trust- 7.30pm - Lyon Hall 

4 Craft Group 10am - 12 noon - Wollerton Village Room      

Wollerton Wander 10.30am -Wollerton Village Room            Choir Practice 7 - 8pm  - St Luke’s Church                    
Bingo - 8pm - Hodnet Social Club 

5  

6 Bellringing Practice 7 - 8pm - St Luke’s Church        Race Night 7pm - Wollerton Bowls and Social Club   

Quiz Night 7pm - Marchamley Community Club  

7 Craft De-stash 1-3pm -  Wollerton Village Room     Village Band Practice—10-11.15am Wollerton Village room 

8 Holy Communion - 11am - St Luke’s Church. Hodnet   

Evensong 6.30pm - Chapel of the Epiphany, Peplow     

9  

10 Hodnet Seniors Lunch Club contact Margaret Taylor on 01630 654994      

Book Club - 7pm - Wollerton Village Room 

11 Mobile Library - 45 Wood Lane 11.10 - 11.40am Bus Stop; Marchamley Bus Stop 11.50 - 12.05pm                   

Craft Group 10am - 12 noon - Wollerton Village Room    Choir Practice 7 - 8pm  - St Luke’s Church    

12 Mobile Library - Castle Hill Layby, Hodnet 10.30 - 10.45am  Home Farm, Peplow 1.15 - 1.35pm,  

Mount Cottages, Peplow 1.45 - 2.10pm                                                 Hodnet WI - 7.30pm - Lyon Hall 

13 Bellringing Practice 7 - 8pm - St Luke’s Church 

14  

15 Mothering Sunday Service - 11am - St Luke’s Church, Hodnet  

16  

17 Hodnet and District Garden Club - 7.30pm - Lyon Hall Hodnet 

18 Craft Group 10am - 12 noon - Wollerton Village Room      

Charity Prize Bingo Night – 7.45pm– Hodnet Social Club     Choir Practice 7 - 8pm  - St Luke’s Church  

19 Marchamley Book Club 7.30pm - Marchamley Community Club     

20 Bellringing Practice 7 - 8pm - St Luke’s Church              Live Music -7pm - Marchamley Community Club  

21 Quiz Night - 8pm - Hodnet Social Club 

22 Holy Communion - 11am- Chapel of the Epiphany, Peplow     

Open Day 11am-3pm - Wollerton Bowls and Social Club      

23  

24  

25 Mobile Library - 45 Wood Lane 11.10 - 11.40am Bus Stop; Marchamley Bus Stop 11.50 - 12.05pm                               

Craft Group 10am - 12 noon - Wollerton Village Room     Choir Practice 7 - 8pm  - St Luke’s Church  

26 Mobile Library - Castle Hill Layby, Hodnet 10.30 - 10.45am  Home Farm, Peplow 1.15 - 1.35pm,  

Mount Cottages, Peplow 1.45 - 2.10pm                   Hodnet Parish Council – Annual Meeting  Lyon Hall- 7pm 

27 Bellringing Practice 7 - 8pm - St Luke’s Church       ‘Sax and Snacks ’ - 8pm - Lyon Hall, Hodnet 

28 Social Sewing 10am - 4pm - Wollerton Village Room   Open Day 1-4pm - Wollerton Bowls & Social Club 

29 Palm Sunday Benefice Service 10.30am - Childs Ercall 

30  

31  
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Views and opinions expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the Editorial Panel, 

which reserves the right, at its absolute discretion, to amend, edit. abbreviate, précis or refuse 

to publish any submitted contribution.  Contributions, including photographs, are submitted at 

the contributor’s own risk and are not necessarily returnable. 

Published as a free Church fellowship outreach and delivered each month to every 
household in the communities of Hodnet, Hopton, Kenstone, Little Bolas, Lostford, 

Marchamley, Peplow & Wollerton.  


